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Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2009
AWARDEES BACKGROUND
Perthshire Positive Action Awards recognise and celebrate positive actions and the achievements of our people. They are showcasing the skills, talents and enterprise of the people of Perthshire.
Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2009- Children & Schools

Supported by Perth and Kinross Quality of Life Trust

This award recognises children and school’s contribution to a better environment and their enterprising spirit through the Eco Schools programme which helps pupils and schools to improve their performance in eight key areas - waste minimisation, litter, health and well-being, transport, water, energy, school grounds and biodiversity. The Award is automatically given to any Perthshire school who has achieved a first Green Flag or a Permanent Green Flag since the last award ceremony. To date, 100% of schools in Perth and Kinross are registered and 91% have achieved a Bronze or Silver award, or Green Flag status, the highest level of award. 
This year 7 schools have achieved Green Flag status for the first time (Craigie PS, Friarton Nursery School, Madderty PS, Robert Douglas Memorial PS, St Dominics PS, Stanley PS and Viewlands PS).
Each Green Flag school will receive an award certificate and £250 to recognise children and schools’ contribution to a better environment and their positive enterprising spirit.
Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2009 - Young People
Supported by Perth and Kinross Quality of Life Trust
This award recognises young people’s contribution to enhance their community and their enterprising spirit. The Award focuses on Young People who have volunteered in environmental activities.
Coupar Angus Pride of Place was set up three years ago and has developed the Coupar Angus in Bloom campaign with success focusing on community involvement. The organisation has worked particularly with children and young people improving community areas such as the Guide Hut. It has also created with the support of the local primary school a garden for children with special needs. The group has demonstrated good delivery of practical work delivered for and by young people.
The group will receive an award certificate and £250 to recognise their contribution to enhance their community and their enterprising spirit.
Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2009 – Community asset
Supported by the Gannochy Trust
This award recognises community groups who have invested time and effort in improving local community assets such as village halls, which play a key part in local community life. The award focuses on any community group operating a community facility and who has carried out improvement works over the past 2 years. The group must have raised funding through own fundraising and/or grants, and the project must have taken into account the impact on the wider environment (eg energy efficiency, use of environment friendly material) and facility users (eg disability access).

West Carse Public Hall Association has demonstrated an understanding of how to manage a village hall and to be more sustainable through the different improvements which have been carried out over the past 5 to 7 years, particularly through energy efficiency measures to reduce carbon emission.
The Association will receive an award certificate and £250 to recognise their contribution to enhance their community and their enterprising spirit.
Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2009 – Innovative organisations
Supported by Charities administered by Perth and Kinross Council
This award recognises voluntary organisations who have developed initiative to work better together for the benefit of people experiencing difficult circumstances. The award focuses on two or more voluntary organisations demonstrating partnership working for the benefit of people experiencing difficult circumstances (eg homeless or at risk of homelessness, people with a disability, unemployed,, illness..).
You Can Learn It ltd based in Perthshire provides outreach learning opportunities to inspire people in the community to learn to use computers. It has developed partnerships to offer tutoring and workshops at low costs and has involved other organisations in projects that benefit people with a disability in the community. The organisation works with Perth College, Perth and Kinross access group, Push, Perth and Kinross Literacy Partnership, UCanDoIT. It has demonstrated good use of IT to both increase access to the widening range of services being offered through the internet, and also at the same time giving social network opportunities to a vulnerable group. The group has developed links and networking with a wide range of organisations.
You can learn it will receive an award certificate and £250 to recognise an innovative and enterprising approach.

Perthshire Positive Action Awards 2009  – Community spirit
Supported by Perth and Kinross Quality of Life Trust

This award recognises the overall effort of a geographical community to enhance their quality of life over a number of years. The award focuses on any geographical community who has developed varied projects mainly relying on volunteers and has sustained this effort over a number of years showing an enterprising spirit.
The Community of Kinross-shire has shown resilience and has developed different initiatives led by volunteers to improve their quality of life and directly influence community spirit in Kinross-shire. One of these initiatives has been developed around a local natural asset, Loch Leven. The Loch Leven Heritage Trail has mobilised significant resources and voluntary community efforts enhancing natural and cultural heritage under the co-ordination of TRACKS (the Rural Access Committee of Kinross-shire) set up in 1999. The overall costs were £1.8m with funding from different sources. This project has taken years of planning relying heavily on volunteers and was completed in 2008. The project is now used by the local community, attracting visitors to the area and provides better access to the Natural Reserve
Tracks will receive an award certificate and £250 to recognise its community and enterprising spirit.
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